Medico-ciiirurgical Review.
[July both the cutaneous and mucous surface in infection, the mode of its reception by the system is the same. In the first instance, it is dissolved in the fluids of the body, and, in the second place, is conveyed by imbibition into the circulating current of the blood, thence to act on the nervous system, and alter its functions. Once introduced into the system, the poisonous principle possesses the remarkable power of exciting an action similar to that which existed in the body whence it emanated, the intention of that action being the reproduction of an identical poison. Liebig has compared this process to fermentation; as, when a particle of yeast is brought in contact with a fermentable fluid, the particle of yeast is itself lost, or is too insignificant to be traced further; but the action which it excites occasions the formation of an abundance of similar yeast." 26.
In the treatment of Scarlatina, the author speaks favourably of cold affusion, to which he attributes a sedative effect on the nervous system- In the ninth chapter those diseases are assembled which depend on hypertrophy of the papillae of the dermis; a pathological condition that, determined to be present in Icthyosis, causes the removal of that disease* from the squamae of Willan, to a much more natural group, including corns, warts, and horns. The tenth chapter comprehends, under the title of disorders of the vascular tissue of the dermis, Nsevus and Purpura.
The eleventh chapter includes disorders of the sensibility of the dermis* and the twelfth, disordered colouration of the skin.
Diseases of the sudoriparous glands form the subject of chapter thirteen, and diseases of the sebaceous glands of chapter fourteen. Under the name of Icthyosis Sebacea, the author describes a remarkable form of concretion on the surface of the skin, simulating icthyosis, and, no doubt* sometimes mistaken for that disease.
" In addition to simple increase in quantity, it occasionally happens that the secretion of the sebaceous glands is also altered in its quality; when this is the case, the secretion spreads upon the surface of the epidermis, and forms a thin layer, which dries and hardens, and breaks in the direction of the linear markings of the skin into small polygonal portions, corresponding in form with the areae of the compartments, bounded by these cutaneous lines. The small polygonal divisions are increased in thickness by the accumulation of fresh sebaceous secretion, they become discoloured from exposure to dust and dirt, and they assume a brownish or greyish tint, approaching more or less to dirt colour. In the latter state, the small masses have the appearance of scales, (icthyosis sebacea,) closely adherent to the epidermis, hard and dense in texture, and presenting various degrees of thickness. This affection may occur upon any part of the body, but is most frequent on the face, particularly on the forehead and the nose, upon the abdomen, and upon the flexures of joints; indeed, upon all those regions in which the greatest number of sebaceous glands exist, and which are most protected from the friction of dress. We have now reached the conclusion of the volume and our perusal has been both agreeable and instructive. The work is well got up, it is illustrated with a wood-engraving title-page of the entozoon folliculorum, and presents an excellent key to its matter in an ample table of contents, and alphabetical index. The book is not written for a day but for an age, the style is good and precise, the language well selected, and the information which it contains genuine and copious. We think it adapted to cast a neW light on the pathology and treatment of diseases of the skin and to form an admirable guide to the medical practitioner, to whom and to the student we warmly recommend it.
